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President’s Message

Fred Philips, DVM: As the Indiana
State Trappers Association (ISTA)
heads into its 55th year, the privilege of
trapping in Indiana appears to be safe.
The first otter season closed the first
week of March with the quota of 600
otters being taken and registered. Be
sure to get your CITES tag. The fur
sale went well, despite the poor prices
on furs and the lower turnout. Several
notable Indiana Trappers did not sell a
single fur at our auction. The auction
was basically a break even event with
over half of those selling being nonmembers. Some signed up, too many
did not. The ISTA will miss the $1500
that this event usually generates. To
make that up, I ask each member to
make a donation of at least $5.00 for the
general fund sometime during the year.
You may send it in, or make it at any
event you see the ISTA at.

We are also in need of a few more
volunteers to serve on the Board.
Our Vice-President, Lonnie Phillips,
resigned following the election this
past September for personal reasons.
Unfortunately, Lonnie also felt
compelled to remove himself from the
computer committee and to withdraw
his support of the Deer and Turkey
Expo that he resurrected last year.
Our representative to the FTA, Jesse
Melton, also resigned due to his job
responsibilities changing and fearing
that he just could not do justice to the
position. We have also re-activated
the position of Trappers Education
Coordinator and Deric Beroshok has
taken that on along with his Director
position for the moment. Lastly, Charlie
Beason resigned as the ISTA / DNR
Law Enforcement District Liaison for
District 1 due to health reasons. These
Liaisons are still finding their feet and
developing their positions, but I am
hoping that they will reach down into
the grass roots of trappers and help our
Association grow into something that
makes sure trapping in Indiana goes on
forever.
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In the meantime, ISTA member
trappers and non-member Trappers
alike continue the tradition and sport
of trapping, and strive to pass it on.
Official, IDNR sanctioned, Trapping
Education (TE) Classes are held
around the State and are listed on
PassItOnIndiana.com. Unofficial TE
classes happen whenever a few trappers
and trappers-to-be, get together for
a short time. This is the future, so
whenever you can introduce a person
to trapping, please be sure to take
advantage of the opportunity.
I have limited the advertising for this
issue as a test to reduce the cost of
publishing the newsletter. Eight pages
are under an ounce for mailing, and
12 pages are over. Eight pages cost
over $74 less to mail and $400 less to
produce, per issue. Our advertising
generally brought in about $900. I think
we will be ahead not making a mailing
to solicit advertising and reducing the
pages in each issue to reduce the overall
cost. That is not to say that we won’t
appreciate contributions toward the
production of our newsletter, and allow
advertising as a consideration, but we
need to conserve our resources some,
especially as this year is shaping up.
I hope you had a good year trapping.
Mine was under ten trap nights due to
my own health, environment (the local
authorities decided to clean the beaver
dams out of the ditch I trap just as I
got set up to trap), and the weather.
If the ditches were not flooded, they
were frozen solid. I do look forward to
meeting and talking to you at one of our
coming events.
Watch your top knot. Keep your eyes
along the skyline.
Fred “DR” Philips, DVM,
Pres. ISTA

Visit us on the web at www.indianatrappers.org
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2016 ISTA Fur Sale

The Fur Sale went very well for the ISTA with thirty
two (32) trappers selling 1272 pelts to nine (9) Buyers
for a total of $4,507.42. This is about a third of the
gross from three (3) years ago. Yes, prices were down,
but we are still trapping. The ranges were:
Beaver XXL/XXXL had $20 offered / no sale
Beaver XL/LG: $7.50 - 10.00
Beaver Small/Frozen/Med: $0.50 - 4.50
Beaver Grease/Carcass: $3.00 - 6.00
Coyote #1: $7.00 - 22.00
Coyote #2: $1.00 - 3.00
Coyote Grease: $20.00
Coyote Damaged/Frozen: $1.00 - 3.00
Fox #1: $17.00 - 20.00
Fox #2 / Damaged: $11.00
		
Mink XXL /XL: $1.00 - 8.50
Mink Med/Lg: $2.50 - 6.00
Mink Carcass/Frozen: $1.00
Muskrats XXL: $3.50 - 4.75
Muskrats XL: $1.00 - 4.00
Muskrats med/lg/grease:$0.25 - 3.50
Muskrats sm/kit/Damaged: $0.25 - 0.50
Muskrat carcass/Frozen: $1.75 - 2.00
OTTERS (IN 1st season): $17.50 - 25.00
Opossum: $0.50
Raccoon XXXXL/XXXL: $0.75 - 6.75
Raccoon XXL/XL/LG: $0.50 - 5.25
Raccoon small/Medium/Damaged: $1.00-2.00
Raccoon Grease / $0.50 - 4.00
Raccoon Frozen Carcass: $0.50 - 5.00
Skunk: No sale

I want to thank all of our Trappers who sold fur and
/ or made donations to the ISTA. Corbin Bultemeier
was our auctioneer and John Allen, Ron Elliott, Doug
Morton and Keith Schlegal put the skins into size
groups. John Allen informed me that this was his
last year, after MANY, of doing this. His feet just
won’t take it anymore. (Special thanks to you John.)
Several people donated their fur sale proceeds, while

Fred and Wanda Philips donated the food, and claimed
no reimbursements for gas or hotel. We also want to
give a special thank you to all of the Fur Buyers who
came out and bid and bought the fur. They included:
Mike Klingerman, Booth Strock of S&S Fur, Ron
Minnich, Doug Truex, Gibson Hochgesang, Terry
Manley, Dennis Cobb, Allen Miller of Maple Lane
Furs, and Penny Caulton. (If I messed up a spelling,
my apologies.) It was a large sale considering the
current fur prices. Many people jumped in and helped
out with the moving of the fur, making coffee, and
cleaning up afterwards. Everything went so smoothly,
that we were done with the building about 3 pm and
only had a $1.00 discrepancy with one Buyer. Good
job Wanda.
At this time, next year’s Fur sale should be Jan. 14,
2017, same place, same time.

Spring Membership Meeting

The 2016 Spring membership meeting will be May
21st, 2016 at the Animal Hospital of Rushville, PC,
916 E. US HWY 52, Rushville, IN 46173. The
meeting will start @ 10 am EST, break for lunch, and
continue as needed. Please bring a comfortable chair
as I have only a few.

ISTA 55th Convention and
Rendevous

This year’s ISTA 55th Annual Convention and
Rendezvous will be held September 16 & 17, 2016, at
Mill Pond Park, 100 Mill Pond Rd., Union Mills, IN.
46382. Set up will begin Thursday, September 15th,
at noon. On site primitive and electric hookup
camping is available as is a small pond for fishing and
demo’s. There is a nice paved path for tailgaters to
set up off of and a nice pond to watch the ducks and
demos on.
Drawing for this year’s Gun-Give-Away will be
September 17th, 2016 and around 4 pm as the
Convention winds down. First prize is a Taurus Judge
Rifle, .410 / 45 Long Colt, five (5) shot revolver
Rifle, a deer legal gun in Indiana. Second prize is a
laminated stock, .22 long rifle Cricket rifle that is so
cute and small that you could almost put it in your
back pocket. Almost, but not quite. You do not have
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to be present to win, but you do have to have bought
a ticket. I have printed a ticket, with six (6) entries,
within this Newsletter, that you may cut out and copy
if needed. Tickets for this Gun-Give-Away are $1
each and six (6) tickets for $5.

2015 FBU Gun of the Year

We still have a few raffle tickets for the 2015 FBU gun
of the year. See the full page add within. There are
only 250 tickets being sold at $10 each, or three (3)
tickets for $25. Stu Grell has these tickets, so if you
want in on this coming drawing, be getting in touch
with him ASAP. When the tickets are sold, we will
hold the drawing at the next official function for the
ISTA.

Heard at the FWCC:
NO HOE THIS YEAR

The Hoosier Outdoor Expo (HOE) will not occur in
2016, due to all of the conflicting events associated
with Indiana’s 200th year Celebrations. The IDNR is
planning to have the next HOE in the spring of 2017.
Hence, our 55th Convention and Rendezvous will not
be in conflict with this event, and next year, September
has five (5) Saturdays again.

NEW WEBSITE

The new website is up and running. The address is
still www.indianatrappers.org. Deric Beroshok is
leading the charge on getting this site set up. He has
already listed the Trapper Education (TE) courses for
this next year that we are aware of. If you have one
coming, please let us know and we will get it listed on
the website.

Deer and Turkey Expo

Paul Waldman stepped up to the challenge of
managing the Deer & Turkey Expo and he did a great
job. The Booth was next to the NTA’s booth that Stu
Grell manned and managed, but that way they could
cover for each other. Stu had several people help him
through the weekend while Paul had Byron Tiede help
on Saturday and Fred Philips helped on Sunday. Paul
is planning on continuing to do this event, so if you
are interested in helping out, let him know.

Indiana Trappers Take Note
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Dave Hastings, the editor for the FTA’s Fur Takers
magazine sent this note to the ISTA in general. Based
on conversations with IDNR personnel, the following
may be of interest to trappers in Indiana, who are
concerned about otter, and now bobcat, trapping
opportunities for ten-year-old children. It has been
an issue of discussion, and it may be that the position
could be reviewed in the near future. The regulation
concerning anyone ten years old and under not being
allowed to participate in otter trapping in Indiana is
currently part of Indiana’s administrative rule/code
(312 Indiana Administrative Code 9-3-18.2) related to
harvest of river otter. It was created as a compromise
based on comments that the DNR received when they
originally started the two-year rule process for the
river otter season in 2013. The rule allows a 10-year
old to trap otter, but they must have attended a state
approved trapper education course (which was the
compromise). The minimum age restriction is not tied
to CITES. Administrative codes are not set in stone,
but are usually updated every two years. The Indiana
Division of Fish and Wildlife recently started another
rule proposal cycle. This provides an opportunity for
housekeeping (to clean up code) or propose new rules.
Currently, past Furbearer Biologist, Shawn Rosseler
proposed a bobcat season, as well as a rule that would
allow for year-around possession of fur. It is too early
to tell, but it is likely that the rule about the ten-yearold otter trapping may come up in discussion, and may
be similarly discussed in reference to bobcat. The IN
Division of Wildlife will take public comment on the
proposed rule as well as any comments on our current
regulations. It may be a good time for the trappers who
have concerns to team together and provide comments
on the ten-year-old regulation for otter, as it would
also relate to a bobcat season. The public comment
process is known as GotINput. The webpage should be
active and available for comment in early 2016. Here
is a link to the GotINput webpage: http://www.in.gov/
dnr/fishwild/7373.htm. Again, the new session will go
live sometime early in 2016. As of March 7th, 2016,
it was not yet accepting comments. (PS: IN Trappers
will be disappointed to learn that Shawn Rossler has
taken a job with the Wisconsin DNR. He was at the
center of creating the opportunity to trap both otter
and now bobcat. His hard work will be missed in IN.)
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FIRST OTTER SEASON A SUCCESS
On about March 10th, the 600th Otter was registered
and Indiana’s first Otter season closed. I believe that
this is a testament to the science behind the decision
of setting a 600 quota. I really thought that this quota
would be met by December 31, 2015, but low prices
on fur and adverse weather conditions help to limit
the take. I also truly believe that the science applied
by the IDNR and lead by Furbearer Biologist Shawn
Rossler told them exactly what the Otter population in
Indiana would allow to be taken. There were several
individuals who participated in the creation of our first
Otter season over the years, Shawn Rossler just was

able to finish it off and put the icing on the cake. Scott
Johnson was there at the beginning. In the absence of
Shawn, I contacted Scott Johnson, Wildlife Science
Program Manager. He reported that 57 Otter had been
killed in 2015 outside of the legal trapping season. Of
the 57 reported to the IDNR, 33 were trapped in Jan &
Feb 2015, 20 were road-kills, one (1) was shot, one (1)
was killed on a nuisance permit, one (1) drowned in
hoop net, and one (1) death by an unknown cause. It
will be interesting to see how many are killed on the
roads this year. As I recall, 2014 saw over 70 killed,
and wasted, on the roads.

ISTA Board of Directors Meeting
(Approval Pending) 03/05/2016

Meeting brought to order by President Fred Philips at
10:17am at the NSSB bank in Danville, IN.
Roll Call/Quorum Established: Members present
with Fred were Deric Beroshok, Georgia Gifford,
Stu Grell, Melissa Mansfield, Tom Setser, and Paul
Waldman.
Reading of past minutes: Melissa moved to forego
the reading of the past minutes as it was approved by
email and published in the post-convention newsletter.
Stu 2nd the motion, all agreed, motion approved.
Secretary’s Report: No further report to be made.
Treasurer’s Report: Georgia advised that the fur
auction liquidity money was transferred back into the
Lifetime Savings account. She distributed the bank
statements and gave ending balances as of 03/04/2016:
members may get these balances by sending Georgia
a self-addressed stamped envelope with their request.
The ISTA is liquid at this time and doing well.
Georgia stated that she will have a summary for the
whole year (income and expenses), and all original
bank statements ready for Fred for tax filing purposes
ASAP. Melissa M. motioned to accept Treasurer’s
Report, Tom S. 2nd, all agreed, report approved.
Vice President’s Report: No report / Position open at
beginning of meeting, no VP report.
Directors’ Reports: Paul Waldman advised the
board that the booth at the Kokomo Sports Show was
a success with some merchandise sold and 4 new
members signing up using the NTA combo promotion.
He also reported that the Indianapolis Deer & Turkey

Expo was a big success with 5 new junior members
and lots of gun raffles tickets sold. A Big Thanks
for Paul for his hard work at both shows and for his
donation of $160 of his expense money given back
to the Association. Tom Setser stated that the 4-H
activities start up again on 4/16/16 and he has 5 new
students to add to the class. Linnea Petercheff is
organizing another outdoor experience with Tom
demonstrating beaver control. He also said that Noah
and Elliott are both insistent on helping out as well.
Tom told the board that the 4-H board was looking for
sponsors for 1st($18) and 2nd($17) place plaques for
the Furbearer Trapping project in Hendricks County
4-H. Melissa M. moved to sponsor both places and
Paul W. 2nd. All agreed, Motion #1 approved. Paul
had a conversation with a Marion College Professor
who would like a speaker for his class. He has Paul’s
contact information and will be in touch to hopefully
set up a time for him to address the students. Deric
Beroshok stated that he is working to get the website
all updated with correct officers and information for
the members to utilize. He mentioned that he has
had several calls from members with questions and
got answers for them at the meeting. Stu Grell, NTA
Director, mentioned that the Kokomo Sports Expo
gained the NTA and the ISTA 5 new members and
2 renewals for the NTA. He stated that at the Indy
Deer & Turkey Expo, he signed on 3 new members
with the NTA combo promotion and also sold some
merchandise for the ISTA and the NTA, thinking
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that it was a good weekend for both Associations.
He commented on the fact that he could have sold a
Lifetime ISTA member hat, but was unable to find
any in our inventory. It was discussed on a counted
inventory to be conducted and any shortages to be
looked at possibly replacing. Stu stated he received
a request for a donation to the Vermont Association’s
FBU banquet and the Board declined to donate this
year. It was determined that there was likely to be
enough people attend the NTA banquet that the ISTA
has agreed to buy a table. Stu moved to spend $290
to do that, Georgia G. 2nd, all agreed, Motion #2
approved. **January 27, 2016, by email, Stu moved
to donate $200 towards the purchase of a gun for the
NTA’s FBU raffle at the National Convention. All
were in favor via email, motion passed.**
FTA Director: No report / position is open at this
time. Trapper Education Coordinator: Deric
Beroshok: May 7th will be the Carthage TE course,
with CO Scott Johnson, Henry County Conservation
Officer, heading the class. (This is not the same
Scott Johnson, Wildlife Science Program Manager,
mentioned above.) April 2nd there will be a TE
class at the Hoosier Trapper Supply with CO Markie
Throgmorton in charge. Deric advised that with the
selling of the Ivy Tech facility that he used last year,
the location of the Kokomo TE course is questionable
and thus the dates are unknown for now. Tom
Setser’s class will be in late August with dates to be
determined at a later date. Stu Grell’s Raccoon Lake
TE will be held once again on the first full weekend of
November, the 5th & 6th.
President’s Report: Fred has attended many of the
state’s FTA chapter events and stated that they all
said they loved the fact that Fred (and the Association
he represents) acknowledges their activities. He
mentioned that the Bloomington TE has been moved
to Aug. with date to be determined and that he believes
Ron Elliott will still be having the LaPorte TE class
again in November as usual.
Old Business/ New Business;
Jamie Brown, Lumanis, has been paid in full for
all services to the old website and has released the
domain name for the new website. It is up and
running with Deric updating as needed.
Georgia stated that trailer plates and insurance has
been paid. It was suggested and agreed that new youth
members should receive a free ISTA shirt. Deric
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brought up the discussion of traps for TE and youth
gifting. It was determined that more are needed and
he will contact trap manufacturers for more donations.
Fred attended the FWCC meeting and advised that
another 2 year cycle on rule changes has arrived
and comments will be accepted between 4/1/16 and
5/15/16. Fred was also there to attend the FWAC
(Advisory Committee), but it didn’t take place because
not enough people stuck around to attend. Sportsman
Alliance (USSA) is asking for us to continue our
membership which actually expired on 10/21/15.
Deric moved to pay $500 to renew our membership,
Paul 2nd, all agreed, Motion #3 approved. The
Hoosier Outdoor Experience has been moved to the
Spring of 2017 which will allow us to attend with
it not being the weekend of our convention. Deric
moved to give the FTA for their Sweepstakes, $100
gift certificate for the Hoosier Trappers Supply, Stu
2nd, all agreed, Motion #4 approved.
**Georgia Gifford moved to appoint Tom Setser
to the Vice President position, all members were in
favor, new appointment to be served for remainder
(election in Fall 2016) of two year term approved.**
It was decided to invite Byron Tiede to a meeting
to interview him for the open Director’s position
created with Tom Setser’s VP appointment. The
By-laws should be revised to clear up any vague
issues, but there will be no major changes at this time.
The Election of Officers and Directors will remain
as it is. Next meeting tentatively set for May 21st,
in conjunction with possible member meeting held
somewhere at or near Fred’s office in Rush County.
With all issues having been discussed and no further
business to attend to, Georgia moved to adjourn, all
2nd, and meeting was adjourned at 12:23 pm.
Submitted by:
Melissa Mansfield
ISTA Secretary

Visit us on the web at www.indianatrappers.org
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WHAT DO YOU GET FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP?
The ISTA has a multi-page tan informational brochure
that goes into this in detail. If you would like to have
a few, pick some up at the next official event or send
me, Fred Philips, a self addressed stamped envelope
and I will send as many as your postage will allow.
Briefly, a Full Adult, one (1) year membership costs

$35.00. Five ($5) dollars goes to the Legal Defense
Fund which goes on to grow and is available for
fighting Anti-Trapping Legislation within the State of
Indiana. A one (1) year subscription to the Trapper’s
Post would cost you $21.95. Our Newsletters, three
(3), Spring, Fall & Post Convention, run near $10
per person. Add in any special mailings, ballots,
donations, Trapper Education class reimbursements,
etc. and you can see that your annual membership
receives more than $35 in fair value as it goes on
to protect your privilege of trapping. Some say our
membership fee is too high. To lower it we have to cut
something out. I believe that it is worth it, and I hope
most of you do also. Please, go out, and get a friend to
join us. The more of us that there are, the stronger our
Association will be. Till Next time………….

NTA ALERT.

U.S. Senate Committee Approves
Bipartisian Sportsmen’s Act
Name ___________________________
Phone ___________________________
Name ___________________________
Phone ___________________________
Name ___________________________
Phone ___________________________
Name ___________________________
Phone ___________________________
Name ___________________________
Phone ___________________________
Name ___________________________
Phone ___________________________

The Bipartisan Sportsmen’s Act of 2016 has passed out of committee and
now it is up to us to do everything we can to see that it gets passed.
The Bills that make up The Bipartisan Sportsmen’s Act include the most
critical items for the hunting and conservation community. This includes a
key provision sponsored by Sen. John Barrasso (R- Montana) directing the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to remove gray wolves from the Endangered
Species List. Despite greatly exceeding population targets for delisting, antihunting groups have, for years, successfully used the Federal Courts to keep
wolves protected.

The Act revises a variety of existing programs to expand access opportunities
for hunting, fishing, and recreational shooting. The bill would require land
under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management or the Forest
Service must by default, be open for hunting, fishing, and recreational
shooting unless the managing agency finds cause to close the land. The
language will protect hunting and increase hunting access on millions of acres
of public land. Perhaps most importantly, trapping would be included under
the definition of “hunting” for the first time in Federal Law.
The attempt by Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ) to include a ban on trapping on
the 150 million-acre National Wildlife Refuge System failed after committee
members received a deluge of emails and letters from trappers, the fur
industry and state wildlife agencies.

The committee also rejected an attempt by Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-California)
to remove language preventing the EPA from regulating lead in ammunition.
Sen. Boxer is a regular opponent of pro-hunting measures. She has committed
to publicly fight the Bipartisan Sportsmen’s Act on the floor, and is seeking to
organize a filibuster. Sportsmen calls are needed immediately.
Please contact both your Senators and encourage them to support the Bipartisan
Sportsmen’s Act of 2016. You can find the contact information for your Senators
at http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
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FurBearers Unlimited &
Indiana Trappers Association
Gun of the Year 2015 ~ Engraved 1 of 1
New for 2015 ~ Just Releasing from Factory!

AN AMERICAN LEDGEND IS BORN

Ruger

"American RANCH RiflE"
Ruger 6965, 5.56 NATO "AMERICAN RIFLE RANCH" Ruger Marksman Adjustable™ Trigger offers a crisp
release w/ a pull weight that is adjustable between 3 and 5 pounds, allowing shooters to make that perfect shot. Ergonomic,
lightweight flat dark earth composite stock (designed for quick, easy handling) blends a classic look with modern forend
contouring and grip serrations. Swivel studs are installed. Soft rubber recoil pad is crafted for maximum recoil reduction.
The one-piece, three-Lug 70 degree bolt provides ample scope clearance. The bolt also utilizes a full diameter bolt body and
dual cocking cams for smooth, easy cycling from the shoulder. Power Bedding® is an integral bedding block system that
positively locates the receiver and free-floats the barrel for outstanding accuracy. The threaded barrel is cold hammerforged, resulting in ultra-precise rifling that provides exceptional accuracy, longevity and easy cleaning. (1/2"-28 thread
pattern on 5.56 NATO; 5/8"-24 thread pattern on .300 BLK.) Features an easy-to-actuate tang safety that provides instant
security, visibility and accessibility. Rotary magazine fits flush with the stock and offers the smooth feed that has become the
hallmark of Ruger® rotary magazines. Features a factory installed one-piece aluminum scope rail.
The 100% American-made, is the latest engineering innovation
from America's leading firearms manufacturer!

Tickets $10.00 each or 3 for $25.00 only 250 tickets sold!!!
Don't Miss Your Chance on this Collector's Item
For More Info or tickets contact:
Stu Grell @ 765-363-2207

Visit us on the web at www.indianatrappers.org
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ISTA

921 S. Locke St.
Kokomo, IN 46901

REGULAR / FAMILY WITH MAGAZINE..................................................$35/YR______
REGULAR / FAMILY WITHOUT MAGAZINE..........................................$25/YR______
JUNIOR (UNDER 16 YEARS OLD) MEMBERSHIP (includes Magazine)...$20/YR______
LIFETIME INDIVIDUAL WITH MAGAZINE............................................$350.00______
LIFETIME INDIVIDUAL WITHOUT MAGAZINE....................................$200.00______
SENIOR LIFETIME INDIVIDUAL WITH MAGAZINE.............................$150.00______

Mail completed application to the Treasurer: ISTA, 921 S. Locke St., Kokomo, IN 46901

